
Exeter Community Library 

Unattended Children Policy 

The Exeter Community Library welcomes children and strives to provide a safe and 

engaging environment for learning and exploration. However, the responsibility for the 

safety, behavior, and supervision of children using the library rests solely with parents, 

guardians, or designated caregivers—not library staff. 

1. General Policy 

 All children are expected to behave appropriately and follow the library’s Rules 

of Conduct. 

 Library staff cannot assume responsibility for any child left unattended in the 

library or on library grounds. 

 “Unattended” means that the child is not within the visual proximity of a parent, 

legal guardian, or responsible caregiver. 

2. Age Guidelines 

 Children under age 8 must be directly supervised by a parent, guardian, or 

responsible caregiver at all times while in the library. 

 Children ages 8 to 11 may use the library without constant supervision if a 

parent or guardian is present in the building. 

 Children 12 and older may visit the library unaccompanied, provided they are 

engaged in appropriate library activities and follow library rules. 

3. Library Hours and Safety 

 The library is not responsible for children before opening or after closing. 

Parents or guardians must be aware of the library’s operating hours and 

ensure a timely pickup. 

 In the event a child under age 12 is left at closing time and a caregiver cannot 

be located, library staff will contact the appropriate local authorities (e.g., 

police or child protective services). 

 Two staff members will remain with the child in a visible, public area until the 

authorities arrive. 

4. Additional Considerations 

 Library staff are not responsible for preventing children from leaving the library 

building or property. 



 Patrons (regardless of age) with developmental, physical, or emotional 

conditions requiring supervision must be accompanied by a responsible adult 

at all times. 

 Repeated violations of this policy may result in the suspension of library 

privileges. 

5. Enforcement 

Library staff will make reasonable efforts to contact a child’s caregiver in cases 

where the policy is not being followed. In situations involving safety concerns, 

disruptive behavior, or an inability to contact a responsible adult, library staff may 

involve local law enforcement or social services. 

6. Final Authority 

The Library Director (or designated staff) has the authority to make final 

decisions regarding the application of this policy. 
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