Internet Use Policy

The Library offers limited Internet access as part of its goal to provide information to all ages of
the community in their pursuit of educational, personal, and recreational interests.

In keeping with principles found in the Library Bill of Rights, Access to Electronic Information
Services and Networks, and the Freedom to Read Act, the Village Library provides equal access
to all holders of a valid BCPL Community Library card. Any restrictions imposed to limit access
by a child/young adult under the age of 16 are the responsibility of the parent/guardian. Non-card
holders may use the Internet workstations depending on availability.

Since the Internet is an unregulated medium, it does not necessarily contain accurate, complete
or current information. It may also contain pornographic, disturbing, illegal, or copyrighted
information. The Library has limited control with opendns servers and does attempt to filter the
use of this information.

Patrons using the Internet workstations must use them in a responsible manner, respecting the
rights of others and the care of the equipment. Users are liable for any damage done to the
equipment or software.

In addition, Patrons must be aware that the Village Library is committed to providing an
environment free from sexual harassment, in that what a Patron displays on the screen may be
objectionable to other patrons and staff members.

The Library Staff does not provide comprehensive technical training or support, or information
on setting up email accounts except during scheduled Internet classes.

Disclaimer

The Internet is a global electronic network that enables the Library to provide information to
patrons beyond the Library's collection. It includes useful ideas, information, and opinions from
around the world. Some Internet sites contain inaccurate, incomplete, outdated, indecent,
controversial or offensive material. The Village Library does not monitor and has no control over
information accessed through the Internet and cannot be responsible for its content. As with all
other Library materials, children's access to the Internet is the sole responsibility of the child's
parent or guardian. Parents are encouraged to come in with their children and supervise internet
sessions at the Library.



Rules for Internet

Use of the Internet is at the patron’s own discretion and risk.

Use of the Internet is limited to 30 minute slots and, if available, may be extended with
permission from the staff at the circulation desk.. Further use will be at the discretion of
the Library Staff.

Downloading to the hard drive is prohibited, including attachments.

Downloading information from the Internet can only be to a USB drive.

Printing is available for 20¢ per page (black & white) and 50¢ and up per page (color) for
all printing including pages a patron decides he/she does not want. Be aware that printers
may not support sites with sophisticated graphics and that many websites restrict what
can be printed.

Failure to comply with the Internet Policy may result in loss of privileges to the Internet
and/or Library services.

Check in at the front desk prior to using the computer.

No reservations — Internet use is "first come, first served."

No more than two people may use a workstation at one time.

Personal software may not be loaded on the Library's Internet workstations.

Patrons must refrain from using sounds or visuals that might be disruptive to others.
Patrons must not engage in any activity that is libelous, slanderous, illegal, fraudulent or
involves pornography or any material deemed offensive to the public at large.

Patrons must not alter or attach equipment to the library's hardware.

Use of the Internet is not for recreational games or chat rooms.

Computers are not to be shut down when the patron is finished.

Patrons are responsible for any damages done to the machines or software.

This policy is subject to change.

Children and the Internet

The Children’s Internet Protection Act (pub. L. 106-554) requires that a library receiving federal
funds must “have in place a policy of Internet safety for minors that includes the operation of a
technology protection measure with respect to any computers with Internet access....” In
compliance with this provision of federal law, the public libraries have installed a filtering
mechanism on all computers to protect young users from inappropriate material.

Rights of Adults

Adults (those 17 and older) may request unfiltered access to the Internet for any purpose that
does not violate the law or the Libraries’ policies. The filter on an individual computer will be
disabled in response to such a request.
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