IMPORTANT UPDATE

TO THE BORROWING POLICY

Beginning January 1, 2020, the library will be updating its countywide borrowing policy to expand access for
out-of-county Pennsylvania residents. This change will guarantee any person who lives in the state of Pennsylvania the
ability to access physical materials from any Berks County Public Library.
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As a result of the update to the borrowing policy, current out-of-county residents who use a Berks County Public
Libraries card may see some changes to their digital services. Please ask a library staff member if you have questions.

Full-Service Library Card
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All Pennsylvania residents may now register for a limited-service library card for
FREE at any Berks County Public Libraries location. Limited-service cards allow

All Berks County residents and those who work or learn in Berks County can
obtain a full-service library card and receive access to all library materials and

services provided by Berks County Public Libraries. This includes the cardholders to borrow physical materials from any library but do not allow
following resources: access to digital media or inter-library loan services.
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Physical Materials Physical Materials
Full-service library cardholders can access and borrow physical materials Limited-service library cardholders can access and borrow physical materials
including but not limited to books, DVDs, CDs, audiobook dics, museum including but not limited to books, DVDs, CDs, audiobook dics, museum
passes, etc. passes, etc. Limited-service cards may not be used to borrow materials from

the Library of Things collection.

X Digital Media Services

Full-service library cardholders can access countywide digital services and any Limited-service library cardholders will not be able to access digital services
specialty resources provided by their registered library. This includes provided by any Berks County Public Library. This includes Libby/OverDrive and
Libby/OverDrive and online databases such as Ancestry.com. online databases such as Ancestry.com.

Digital Media Services

Inter-Library Loan (ILL) X Inter-Library Loan (ILL)

Full-service library cardholders may request materials available from other Limited-service library cardholders will not be able to utilize the inter-library
libraries outside of Berks County. Certain restrictions may apply. Please speak to loan service to request materials from other libraries outside of Berks County.
a library staff member for more information.

Nearly 9% of current Berks County library patrons live outside of the county.
W H Y The previous policy restricted who could receive free access, so we're expanding
borrowing privileges to ALL PENNSYLVANIA RESIDENTS for physical

C H A N G E B materials, ensuring our resources are freely accessible to more people.
BERKS @ PUBLIC The Berks County Public Libraries borrowing policy was approved by the Board of Trustees
LIBRARIES on November 20, 2019 and will go into effect January 1, 2020. Revised March 3, 2022.
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