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A Message from the System Administrator

Looking back, I am pleased to say 2019 has been a fulfilling
and successful year for Berks County Public Libraries (BCPL)
as our member libraries continue to extend the reach of their
excellence throughout the county.
I’d like to start by introducing myself; while I began as System
Administrator in September 2018, my connection with Berks
County Public Libraries existed before then. I was an Exeter
Community Library patron in the late 1990s when they were
still operating out of the Dunn Community Center. I’ve held a
myriad of positions at public libraries in my career; everything
from page, clerk, children’s and reference librarian to director.
2019 was my first full year as BCPL’s System Administrator, and
I am proud to have served alongside an incredible team whose
imaginative and passionate efforts allowed the System and
our member libraries to make exceptional strides in cultivating
community partnerships and launching new initiatives. These
accomplishments illustrate the evolution of modern libraries
and the significant impact they make in our communities.
In particular, the Library System’s Outreach department
connected with previously underserved populations in Berks
County. Through the placement of Berks Book Boxes, a
program similar to Little Free Libraries, several municipalities
without local libraries received an easily accessible book stop in
their neighborhood. Also created in 2019, the implementation
of a book club at the Berks County Prison brought library
programming—and its benefits—to a section of the population
often overlooked. I’m excited to see these opportunities
continue into 2020 with the promise of new additions on the
horizon.
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The Library System Board of Directors and I would like to
recognize the 13 libraries that achieved or maintained their
PA Forward Star Library status in 2019 (page 31). Their
commitment and excellence to provide high-value resources
and opportunities highlight in part what makes our county
libraries vital cornerstones in their communities.
I invite you to look through the pages ahead and read about
the remarkable accomplishments our libraries have attained
over the last year.
Sincerely,

Amy C. Resh,
System Administrator
Berks County Public Libraries

About Us
The Berks County Public Libraries (BCPL) System is a department of
the County of Berks and serves 411,500 county residents across 866
square miles and 73 municipalities. Through the support of the Berks
County commissioners, the Library System staff aids in strengthening
the Berks County community by providing centralized support for the
19 full-service, member libraries and four branches. A seven member
at-large Advisory Board, appointed by the Board of Commissioners,
works in collaboration with member libraries to promote life-long
learning and community engagement through resource collections,
technology and programming.

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of this federated system is to meet the ever-changing
needs of the people of Berks County and provide consistent, highquality, countywide benefits to member libraries through development,
coordination and promotion of public library services. Operating as a
department of county government and in cooperation with the Reading
District Library Center, the System provides leadership and technical
assistance for improvement of library services through strengthening of
the System’s libraries and library resources.

LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mary Edwards, President
Dr. Eve Kimball, Vice President
Debbie Noel, Ed.D., Secretary/Treasurer
Chris Daubert
Ginny Hand
Charles M. Jones
Peter Schuchman, Jr.

BERKS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Christian Y. Leinbach, Commissioner Chair
Kevin S. Barnhardt, Commissioner
Michael S. Rivera, Commissioner
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Library System History
1986
1987
The national Year of the Reader, BCPL established its first
rotating collections, presented the first county-wide summer
reading program, and received its first direct state aid funding
for distribution to the membership. County funding for the
member libraries totaled $125,000.

1992
Participation in Summer Reading grew to unprecedented
numbers; children read an average of 41 books each during the
12-week program. A $100,000 Community Development Block
Grant added more than 8,000 closed-captioned videos, audio
books and large print items to System collections. County
funding for public library services increased to $2.05 per capita.

2000
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation awarded grants to the
System totaling $225,500. These funds doubled the number of
Internet access points in the libraries to 120 and created a
fully-equipped training lab for library staff and the public at Reading
Public Library. Summer Reading reached an all-time high; the
number of children participating increased 17% over the previous
year and the number of books read grew 11%. E-book readers
were provided for all System libraries and Reading Public Library
added the first electronic books to the District Center collection.
During a time when libraries across the nation were experiencing
decline in circulation, BCPL’s grew 11% to over 1.3 million items.

2004
A 34% reduction in State Aid to Public Libraries occured,
devastating System library budgets. The Rotary Clubs of Reading
and West Reading/Wyomissing organized an auction that raised
$23,000 for children’s collections. Spring Township Library
opened as a System affiliate. An LSTA grant funded installation of
an information kiosk, an electronic branch library, in Oley. Pat
and Garland Bear were recipients of the Dreisbach Award.
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In July, 1985, a year-long study of Berks County libraries
culminated in the release of a 97-page report titled Public Library
Services for Berks County. The key recommendations of this
grant-funded report were to form a “county-wide system of
federated libraries…and to operate a center supportive of all the
libraries in the system.” The Berks County Public Library System was
officially established on July 1, 1986. Dr Dodson E. Dreisbach was
elected the first president of the seven-member Board of Directors.

1990
By the end of 1990, county funding for public library services had
grown 154% to just under $325,000; borrower registrations had
increased by 35%. An LSCA grant-funded project was begun to add
BCPL holdings to the Access Pennsylvania database and install the
first public access computers in System member libraries. An
Automation Specialist was added to the Headquarters staff.

1996
The initiation of van delivery service, access to the Internet and its
vast resources, and the first-ever statewide Summer Reading
program, Pennsylvania Patchwork, were significant events of this
year. BCPL celebrated its tenth anniversary with the establishment of
the Dreisbach Award for Exemplary Service. Its first recipient was Dr.
Dodson Dreisbach, founding member of BCPL and the Friends of
Reading-Berks Public Libraries.

2001
The System celebrated its fifteenth anniversary with a number of
new and exciting projects: installation of assistive technologies to
make web resources accessible to persons with vision, hearing, and
learning disabilities; market research to help plan a community
awareness campaign; and development of a special bookmobile
program to serve children in preschool and day care settings. With
the help of a increase in State Aid, library open hours increased by
18% and collections grew in both size and depth of coverage.

2005
The Friends of Berks County Public Libraries led an energetic
advocacy effort to increase county funding for library services. The
Libraries Rock! campaign succeeded in securing a 32% increase in
County Aid to member libraries. The Friends received the Dreisbach
Award in recognition of their outstanding leadership. In addition, the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation provided $144,000 to upgrade
computers at all locations.

Library System History cont.
2008
A new 2009-2011 Long Range Plan was adopted in November
which included evaluation of services to the member libraries
and to the public. Goals and objectives focus on advocacy,
technology, training, marketing, collection development, and
outreach to special populations. Early Literacy Stations were
installed at every member library location. The ELS is a
child-friendly computer loaded with early learning games and
school-readiness activities for the county’s youngest library
patrons. Nearly 10,000 children, who read a grand total of
467,000 books, participated in 2008’s Catch the Reading Bug!
Summer Reading club.

2011
BCPL launched the Year of the Bookasaurus in December 2011
to celebrate ten years of library service to Berks County
preschoolers. Festivities will occur throughout 2012. Reading
Public Library introduced downloadable e-books to the public
libraries of Berks County. Partnering with Overdrive (an e-book
vendor) for $32,000, RPL launched the website in early
December with 500 e-books.

2014
In an effort aimed at developing early literacy in preschoolers,
libraries in the county began participating in the 1000 Books
Before Kindergarten initiative. Following in the footsteps of
Kutztown Community Library, other libraries to joined the effort.
The project is being coordinated by the System’s Youth Services
Coordinator. County monies and a grant from United Way have
helped underwrite the costs of this project.

2017
Upon receiving a generous bequest in 2016, the Berks County
Public Library System began the process of redesigning and
upgrading the website. Efforts focused on library patron and
staff inputs through surveys and current website traffic analysis.
A team of skilled designers who helped build several other
library websites assembled a test site based on the collected
data. The project spanned several months and included testing
and input from system and library staff. On Wednesday,
October 25, 2017, the new berkslibraries.org website officially
launched to the public.

2009
State public library subsidy funds to libraries was cut by 20%. The
impact on Berks libraries was reduced hours and cutbacks in new
materials. Additionally, the Statewide Card program was
eliminated and significant reductions were made to POWER
library, the Access PA database, and the Ask Here PA program.
The Community Bookmobile was discontinued in September after
more than 30 years of service to rural and suburban residents.
Summer Reading 2009, Be Creative @ Your Library, drew over
25,000 kids to programs in libraries countywide and over a
half-million books were read.

2012
Berks County Libraries joined over 600 Pennsylvania libraries in
promoting five essential literacies for personal success. These
literacies support information sharing and lifelong learning
opportunities in the areas of health, finance, civic awareness,
social connections and technology. Our Summer Reading
Program, brought over 27,000 people into our libraries to attend
more than 1,400 programs. A total of 406,870 books were read
and enjoyed over the 10-week program. Computer use increased
by 16% in all our county libraries over the previous year.

2015
In 2015, Berks County Public Libraries moved circulation systems
from SirsiDinyx to Polaris; after months of research, it was
determined Polaris was the correct fit for the System and its
member libraries due to its robust interface and ease of patron
use. This was a large project as the circulation system is one of the
most important tools libraries use to serve patrons. After a
transition and training period of 2 months, Polaris went live in May
of 2015.

2019
After years of work advocating for an increase in the state budget,
Pennsylvania increased state aid by 9.18%. This translated to an
increase in all revenue streams for libraries; from district centers to
county coordination aid grant funds to general library subsidy
increase in that amount. Overall, Berks County received an
increase of $150,000 in three different areas of funding.
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By the Numbers
Libraries provide needed resources to the community including
access to information, particularly Internet connection. Berks
County Vital Signs, an initiative of the Berks County Community
Foundation, reported 81% of Berks County households had
access to the Internet. A breakdown of percentages of Berks
County households with Internet access are as follows: Southeast
(85%), Northeast (82%), Central (75%), Southern (86%), Western
(81%), City of Reading (72%).
With 266 computer terminals and free, high-speed WiFi
connection, Berks County libraries are providing households with
crucial Internet access to help them communicate, search for
jobs, complete schoolwork and connect to online resources like
banking and health care.

1,175,871
library visitors

10,096
programs held

Households with Internet Access chart from the Berks County Vital Signs
website: berksvitalsigns.com/living/households-with-internet-access

306,037

8,043

total computer use

library card registrations

Budget of County Library Department
$1,365,845

$297,267

State

Operating Expenses

$3,131,226

$1,090,919

County of Berks

Programs & Services

$3,108,885

Distributed to
Member Libraries
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2019 Highlights

?
1,175,871 Library Visitors

251,443 Reference
Questions Answered

52,372
Crates
Delivered
124,482 Digital Downloads

871,740 Website Visitors

10,096 Library Programs

167,085 Attendees
Top Circulating
Print Titles

Adult

Teen

Berks County libraries
saved residents over

Children’s

1,617,696 Total
Circulation of
Physical Materials

$28,455,600

in digital &
print materials
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Bernville Area Community Library
Mission Statement
Bernville Area Community Library is a vital public resource that
serves to connect people of all ages to all forms of knowledge
(books, movies, music) and to programs that not only educate but
also inform, entertain and enrich. The library is committed to being
a welcoming and safe environment for everyone. Well-informed
and unbiased staff with a strong commitment to intellectual freedom
and range of opinion offer helpful services to patrons of all ages. As
a hub in the community, it provides an atmosphere that allows for
lifelong learning.

Year in Review
The Bernville Library underwent some
changes over the course of 2019. We
did some minor remodeling as a means
of creating a warmer and more inviting
atmosphere. We increased our seating
capacity by 70% by some creative
rearranging, the addition of a new couch,
and replacing two armchairs.

annual Science Camp for kids ages 8-12, which wound up being
a sold-out event!
In August we held a 5K Run to kick off the Bernville Community Day,
and we facilitated the annual Silent Auction. We also held our first
annual Breakfast with the Grinch in November, which was another
sold out event!
We served approximately 230 adults and children an all-you-caneat breakfast of pancakes and sausage. We also had various games
and activities for everyone to enjoy. Additionally, we increased all
of our programming, and we now offer
three weekly children’s story times, as well
as wine tasting events, flower arranging
classes, and lectures on various topics.
Our goal is to offer more in 2020, by
focusing on the PA Forward Star Program.
Alicea Rodig, Director
Bernville Area Community Library

To make our library feel more inviting, we Mermaid Storytime during Summer Quest.
elected to add some new lighting fixtures
as well. When we reopened, we increased our hours by 6 every
week. This increased our weekly total to 45 hours in order to better
serve our community.
In February, Mayor Shawn Raup-Konsavage won the 2018 Berks
County Public Libraries Elected Official of the Year Award for all of
his philanthropic efforts in our community. July featured our 2nd

Total Circulation................................. 35,688
Collection Size................................... 21,508
Registered Borrowers........................... 1,530
Service Area Population....................... 4,881
Patron Visits...................................... 23,093

6721 Bernville Road, Bernville, PA 19506
610-488-1302 | baclstaff@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/bernville
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Number of Programs.............................. 322
Program Attendance............................ 5,729

Bethel-Tulpehocken Public Library
Mission Statement
The Bethel-Tulpehocken Public Library brings people, information
and resources together to enrich lives, advance knowledge, and
strengthen the community.

Year in Review
In 2019 we welcomed roughly 33,000
visitors and hosted 237 fun and educational
events. We specialize in classes for
homeschooling families, including STEM,
outdoor exploration and wildlife, art, and
local history. We also host well-attended teen
programs, movie nights, adult health classes,
storytimes, and more.

month. We take requests from our patrons and are proud to provide
virtually any resource our visitors may ask for.
Many of our employees have been with the library for years. 2019
marked Annie Jay’s fifth anniversary of employment at the library,
though she has been volunteering since
2008. I also celebrated my fifth year serving
as library director in 2019. Daphne Meyer,
Judy Emerich, Shannon Lehman, and Betsy
Kreider have all worked at the library for more
than 5 years. In 2019 we also welcomed a
new staff member – Maddy Kreider – who
is already an important part of our library
family.

Our Children’s Librarian, Betsy Kreider, won
the 2019 Outstanding Fundraising Effort Betsy Kreider and Kaitlin Lehman posing with the
2019 Outstanding Fundraising Effort award.
award for our annual Summer Carnival, held
each August. She also hosted Breakfast with
the Grinch, another fundraiser that brought in much-needed funds
and many new visitors. She started a teen book club, sponsored by
Feliciano’s Pizza, that draws about a dozen teens each month.
We loan over 100,000 books, movies, and other items annually,
making us one of the busiest libraries in the county. We have a
wide selection of new and well-known materials to suit our diverse
clientele. We loan everything from classic television shows to the
newest blockbuster movies. We keep our selection large and current,
purchasing many bestselling novels, popular DVDs and TV shows,
audiobooks, fresh children’s books, and educational resources each

We are a full-service community center that
invites anyone from anywhere to come get
to know us. Visitors can count on a warm
welcome and friendly service every time they
stop by. Hoping to see you in 2020.
Kaitlin Lehman, Director
Bethel-Tulpehocken Public Library

Total Circulation............................... 106,566
Collection Size................................... 27,502
Registered Borrowers........................... 2,236
Service Area Population....................... 7,386
Patron Visits...................................... 32,800

8601 Lancaster Avenue, Bethel, PA 19507
717-933-4060 | bethelpl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/bethel-tulpehocken

Number of Programs.............................. 237
Program Attendance............................ 5,312
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Boone Area Library
Mission Statement
Boone Area Library’s mission is to provide a wide variety of materials
and events which reflect the culture of our community. We serve to
entertain, educate, and inspire life-long learning relevant to all. Our
vision is to be a community dedicated to enriching the lives of all by
bringing people, information, and ideas together.

Year in Review
Boone Area Library was very successful in 2019
in increasing public awareness of the library and
programming for adults. In addition to weekly story
times, monthly book clubs, and scheduled club
activities, the Boone Area Library hosted several
events geared towards family participation. We’ve
also teamed up with The Pennsylvania Bat Rescue
League and the Berks and Schuylkill County Bee
Association as we educated our patrons how to
protect these vital resources.
Teen participation has been increased through
book ‘n bakes, craft nights, as well as poetry
workshops presented by Berks Bards and Bad
Family Tie Dye Shirt Day
Art Nights where teens were encouraged to use
materials provided to create a likeness of Mark
Twain. Additionally, several STEM events were held. Patrons were
given opportunities to create and activate a car using computer
coding, design and compete using catapults as well as create an
architectural item from Legos. We also teamed up with the Animal
Rescue League to sponsor a read to cats program and have hosted
a therapy dog who frequently visits the library. These programs are in
addition to our very successful summer reading program.

Through a grant from the Berks County Friends, we were able to
increase the scope of our adult programming. In helping to kick
off Amity’s 300th birthday celebration, Charlie Miller of the Amity
Heritage Society presented a talk on William Byrd’s Time in Amity.
Author Beth Lennon aka Mod Betty shared her experiences of vintage
places in the area. A panel exhibit regarding Pennhurst State Hospital
was on display for two weeks with J. Gregory Pirmann, member of the
Pennhurst Memorial & Preservation Alliance, presenting a movie and
discussion regarding the history.
In September, the Library Trustees hosted our first
Wine Pull which received resounding support from
our community and netted over $1950.00 for the
library. Additionally, the Library independently hosted
the community’s annual Duck Race which raised
$2,225.00. This event show cases our school bands,
local talent and businesses along with many civic
and community groups. Our fiscal year ended with
our ever-popular breakfast with Mr. and Mrs. Santa,
which, raised $1040.00. The Trustees are also
grateful for the continued financial support provided
by Amity, Union and Birdsboro governments.
Board of Trustees
Boone Area Library

Total Circulation................................. 61,249
Collection Size................................... 31,922
Registered Borrowers........................... 2,821
Service Area Population..................... 21,249
Patron Visits...................................... 32,330

129 N. Mill Street, Birdsboro, PA 19508
610-582-5666 | boone@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/boone
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Number of Programs.............................. 347
Program Attendance............................ 4,359

Boyertown Community Library
Mission Statement
The Boyertown Community Library will serve the cultural, social,
and community needs of a diverse population by providing global
access to current informational, educational, and recreational
resources through programs and services. The library will engage the
community in lifelong learning through equal access to information,
technology, gathering spaces, and expert staff to help the community
live, learn, and grow.

Year in Review
In 2019, BCL proudly offered three new digital
resources to their patrons. Those resources
are RB Digital, CreativeBug and Lynda.com.
With these new resources patrons can listen to
e-audiobooks, view thousands of craft videos,
and learn new career skills in the comfort of
their home. BCL patrons were also able to check
out passes to the Elmwood Park Zoo, DaVinci
Science Center, Boyertown Museum of Historic
Vehicles, Reading Public Museum, and the Berks
History Center.

During Children’s Book Week we hosted two local authors, Pamela
Tuck and Kevin McCloskey. These programs gave community
members a glimpse of the book creation process.
Summer Quest provided free recreational and educational programs
for patrons of all ages. Children in elementary school participated in
the Summer STEAM lab program. Our Youth Chess Club and Teen
Writing Club were well attended. Adults enjoyed craft and painting
classes and book discussion groups. The library added several
board games for patrons to either play at the library or to check out
and try at home. A new partnership, Reading on
the Rails, was forged with the Colebrookdale
Railroad. There was record attendance for story
time at Frecon Farms orchard.
Thanks to a grant from the Young Adult Library
Services Association and Dollar General, the
library was able to offer summer employment to
five teenagers from the community, giving them
an enriching learning experience and teaching
them valuable work skills.

Storytime in the Orchard at Frecon Farms.

Throughout the year we offered diverse program opportunities
including coding, math club, family dance party, African drumming,
and a visit with live birds from Indian Run Environmental Education
Center. We held monthly after hours events for teens, with topics
including comics, science in the movies, engineering with k’nex,
board games, and art projects. We also hosted opportunities with
special guest educators, including a self-defense workshop.

Susan Lopez, Director
Boyertown Community Library

Total Circulation............................... 146,131
Collection Size................................... 39,397
Registered Borrowers........................... 7,357
Service Area Population..................... 15,634
Patron Visits...................................... 80,732

24 N.Reading Avenue, Boyertown, PA 19512
610-369-0496 | boyertowncl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/boyertown

Number of Programs.............................. 568
Program Attendance............................ 8,806
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Brandywine Community Library
Mission Statement
The Mission of the Brandywine Community Library is to encourage
learning by providing access to information, technology, resources
and services, be a gathering place for the community, and promote
the love of reading. The library will circulate current high-demand,
high-interest materials in a variety of formats; offer programs and
services for all ages that encourage reading, learning and cultural
enrichment and informational entertainment; promote school district
cooperative programs that support students at all academic levels;
provide reference tools to adults and children including Internet access
and computer software; offer interloan services
through the statewide ACCESS PA service and the
countywide system; welcome all person’s to the
library and courteously assist them in fulfilling their
needs as well as promote an inclusive safe space.

Summer reading focused on how Brandywine Community Library was
‘Out of This World.’ The space themed summer program contained
an abundance of programs that helped inspire patrons of all ages to
read in June, July and August. Using summer’s space theme, we won
third place in the group category of the Topton Halloween Parade in
October. Some of our board members and top star readers who
read the most books during the summer program walked with us to
distribute candy and bookmarks.
Throughout the year, we collected nonperishable food for the local
food pantry as well as the Brandywine Elementary School backpack
food program. We visited the Brandywine Middle
School after school program to do activities with
the teens and hosted library visits when the weather
allowed the students to walk up from the school. We
also went to the Topton Pool and delivered story time
during adult swim twice a month.

Year in Review
In April we were proud to earn the Bronze Star in the
PA Forward Star Program which demonstrates how
libraries move PA forward by fueling knowledge Sheldon and his library card.
essential to success: basic literacy, information
literacy, civic and social literacy, health literacy, and financial literacy.
Some popular programs for the year included story time at the pool,
computer one on one assistance, book club, movie nights, a summer
book club for children, summer reading programs and activities,
story stroll to Topton’s Moon Tree, knitting and crocheting, essential
oil classes, yoga, and a visit from Hawk Mountain and the Boyertown
Museum of Historical Vehicles.

Sheldon, our Greek tortoise, helped encourage
children to read and entertained everyone with his silly
antics. It was an exciting year!
Heather Wicke, Director
Brandywine Community Library

Total Circulation................................. 61,204
Collection Size................................... 33,336
Registered Borrowers........................... 2,033
Service Area Population..................... 12,863
Patron Visits...................................... 34,837

60 Tower Drive, Topton, PA 19562
610-682-7115 | brandywinecl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/brandywine
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Number of Programs.............................. 566
Program Attendance............................ 8,071

Exeter Community Library
Mission Statement
The Exeter Community Library strives to provide every member of
its diverse population access to an interactive, community-centered
space with opportunities to share resources and programming that
enrich life culturally, socially, and intellectually.

Year in Review

programs, panel discussions and musical presentations. The program
featured 16 events with 18 award-winning authors, celebrities, and
cultural influencers. In 2019, the Literatour Berks programs already
reached an attendance of 600 people, with additional programs
scheduled in early 2020.
In 2019, as Executive Director of the Exeter Community Library, I
was grateful to be named Outstanding Library Director in the 18th
Annual Berks County Public Libraries Awards Program. The award
is presented to a member library director who fosters cooperation
and collaboration among member libraries, shares time and talent
with other libraries on county-wide initiatives,
and has an effective and resourceful impact
on the community. To be considered for
the award is an honor. I am thankful to
my coworkers and colleagues for the
nomination, and especially grateful to the
BCPL system for the recognition.

The Exeter Community Library joined the Pennsylvania Library
Association in a statewide initiative to strengthen the state’s
libraries through education, advocacy and
leadership. In 2019, the Exeter Community
Library embraced the PA Forward initiative
with open arms, applying the philosophy to
many of its existing programs and gaining
PA Forward Gold Star Status as a result.
From movies and book clubs, to cooking
demonstrations and children’s and family
health programs, to financial planning
sessions and free-of-charge tax preparation
through AARP, the ECL was eager to embrace
the PA Forward culture by offering a wealth
of information to the community.
Exeter library staff and friends celebrate at the

Mallory Hoffman, Executive Director
Exeter Community Library

18th Annual Berks County Public Libraries Awards

The ECL also partnered with the Jewish
Federation of Reading/Berks and Sinking
Spring Public Library to bring to life the inaugural season of Literatour
Berks, a community-wide celebration including open lectures, family

Total Circulation............................... 266,351
Collection Size................................... 60,943
Registered Borrowers........................... 9,557
Service Area Population..................... 27,359
Patron Visits.................................... 143,301

4569 Prestwick Drive, Reading, PA 19606
610-406-9431 | exetercl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/exeter

Number of Programs.............................. 389
Program Attendance.......................... 12,877
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Fleetwood Area Public Library
Mission Statement
The Fleetwood Area Public Library serves the Fleetwood Borough,
Maidencreek Township, and Richmond Township communities. Our
mission is to drive the Fleetwood Area forward by providing equal
access to quality resources and technology, encouraging an early and
lifelong commitment to learning, and strengthening our community
through the programs and services we provide.

Year in Review

Art students who came to teach our art lessons. These students
designed their own curriculum and facilitated it themselves each
month. Our homeschooling students learned art, and our high school
students gained experience as educators to add to their resumes and
portfolios.
Strengthening our community was perhaps the main focus of our
mission statement. In 2019 we visited summer camps, daycare
centers, preschools, and more through our new satellite initiative. A
generous donation from local organization, the Breakfast Brothers,
allowed the library to share over 500 books this summer to kids who
sometimes don’t have the opportunity to visit
a public library. In the fall we also began a
new Teen Tuesday after school program where
students explored new games, crafts, technology
and opportunities to serve the community.

The Fleetwood Area Public Library unveiled
a new mission statement in 2019 and new
motto: “Driving Fleetwood Forward.” These
three words have guided the library, its staff,
and Board of Trustees in everything we set out
to accomplish. We have provided equal access
to quality resources and technology through an
increased partnership with the Fleetwood Area
School District. New math kits and early literacy
materials were added to our collection for
families to check out, and our Youth Services
Fleetwood High School Art Students design and
Librarian began a resource delivery system
teach their own art camp to local kids.
to the school district. This reciprocal resource
sharing allows school faculty to access library
resources and the community to access school materials.
All libraries strive to encourage an early and lifelong commitment
to learning. In 2019 we expanded our outreach to the homeschool
community. Once a week homeschooling families gathered to
explore science, art, music, and STEAM topics. This program is
special as the instructors were members within our community. Our
proudest partnership is with the Fleetwood Area High School Honors

Our new mission statement, programs, and
resources will “Drive Fleetwood Forward” into
2020. The Fleetwood Area Public Library is
looking forward to even more new and exciting
opportunities!
Carin Mileshosky, Director
Fleetwood Area Public Library

Total Circulation................................. 55,312
Collection Size................................... 25,578
Registered Borrowers........................... 2,642
Service Area Population..................... 16,608
Patron Visits...................................... 32,150

110 W. Arch Street, Fleetwood, PA 19522
610-944-0146 | fleetwoodapl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/fleetwood
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Number of Programs.............................. 298
Program Attendance............................ 4,758

Hamburg Public Library
Mission Statement
The Hamburg Public Library exists to provide for the education,
information, and recreation of the residents of the community. The
mainstay of the library’s holdings are fiction and non-fiction works
for adults, teens, and children, selected reference works, periodicals,
children’s read-along CDs, DVDs, adult CDs and computer resources.
As a member of the Berks County Public Libraries and Access
Pennsylvania, the library has access to Inter-library loan services and/
or the Internet to meet those desires and needs of patrons, which are
not met by our own holdings.

Year in Review
The Hamburg Public Library is one of the oldest
libraries in the county. Andrew Carnegie built the
library after he received a request from a resident
of Hamburg. It opened in 1904 with 500 persons
present for its first day celebrations. With $10,000
from Andrew Carnegie, the building was erected
and books placed on the shelves.

still operating in the original building. An old building like ours needs
continual maintenance and for this, we hold regular fundraisers such
as bus trips, used book sales and in ice cream stand at the library
during the annual Hamburg-er Days the Saturday before Labor Day.
Expansion is in our future. Slowly we are building up capital. Being a
designated historic building is a mixed blessing. It would be cheaper
to just build from the ground up at a different location. To add to
the library as a historic site, however, the addition would need to
look like it is part of the original building; which makes any such
project two to three times more expensive. The
board of trustees, after intense discussion on
the merits, decided they would rather stay here
and preserve the library’s heritage in downtown
Hamburg. Donations to the library’s building
fund therefore are always welcome.
Dan LaRue, Director
Hamburg Public Library

Now, over a hundred years after opening, we
continue our services to the residents of northern Hamburg Public Library watercolor by local
Berks and southern Schuylkill Counties. We supply artist, the late Stewart Biehl
the usual books, periodicals, and audiobooks for
adults, teens, and children, but also DVDs and computer services,
printing, and faxing. We have Wi-Fi on site and often we see people
using it outside in their cars or the steps of the building as well as inside
Total Circulation................................. 55,659
library walls.

Collection Size................................... 18,021

In 1988, the building was placed on the National Historic Register
and continues as one of the declining number of Carnegie libraries

Registered Borrowers........................... 2,532
Service Area Population..................... 15,891
Patron Visits...................................... 36,090

35 N. Third Street, Hamburg, PA 19526
610-369-0496 | hamburgpl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/hamburg

Number of Programs.............................. 133
Program Attendance............................ 2,094
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Kutztown Community Library
Mission Statement
The Kutztown Community Library is a gathering place for minds
of all ages to connect with the world and each other through our
services and programs. Our vision: to be the welcoming heart of our
community where all come to learn, discover and connect.

Year in Review
You build a thousand castles, a thousand sanctuaries, you are nothing; you
build a library, you are everything! —Mehmet Murat ildan

•Groups met in our Community Room: gardeners learned new skills,
caregivers found support, and book clubs connected individuals.
•Patrons used our computers for school work, job searches,
entertainment, genealogic research, and to connect with the world.
•Received citations from State Senator Judy Schwank and State
Representative Gary Day saluting 70 years of achievements and
successes.
KCL is the welcoming heart of our community where all come to learn,
discover and connect. As we end our 70th anniversary celebration
year, we proudly exclaim that we have built a library!

2019 marked the 70th anniversary of Kutztown
Community Library (KCL). We have been powered
by the generous actions of local residents from
our founding to the present day, and we share in
the affirmation of Mehmet Murat ildan that our
supporters “are everything!”
KCL strives to make the library a gathering place
for minds of all ages to connect with the world and
each other through our services and programs.
We go beyond just lending books to the public in
hopes of bettering the lives of those in the Kutztown
area. The extraordinary ways we reached the
community throughout 2019 include:

Janet Yost, Director
Kutztown Community Library
2019 Awards

Jared Landquist builds with blocks.

•Provided safe haven for community members who have limited
resources and need a comfortable place to go.
•Collaborated with Kutztown University (KU) and Albright College to
host five interns.
•Kids participated in programs, did homework and made new friends.

— PA Forward Gold Star library
— Barbara Stolz–Linda Baer Friend of the Year Award
— Chet Hagan Memorial Public Relations award
— Kutztown Community Partnership’s Non-profit
		
of the Year Award
— Taylor Kutz–Lehigh Valley Chapter of Pennsylvania Library
		
Association (PaLA) Support Staff of the Year

Total Circulation................................. 97,091
Collection Size................................... 30,564
Registered Borrowers........................... 3,624
Service Area Population..................... 18,845
Patron Visits...................................... 70,436

70 Bieber Alley, Kutztown, PA 19530
610-683-5820 | kutztownpl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/kutztown
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Number of Programs.............................. 746
Program Attendance.......................... 14,819

Mifflin Community Library
Mission Statement
The mission of the Mifflin Community Library is to create and promote
free and equal access to knowledge for our community through
dynamic media, technology and programming in a safe, welcoming
environment.

Year in Review
2019 was an exceptional year for Mifflin Community Library, with
a concentration on diverse programming, strengthened local
partnerships, and successful times of transition. New programming for
various age groups brought new community members into our doors,
while existing programs remained active. Some
of our noteworthy programs offered to our
adult patrons included an Evening with Mark
Twain, Native American Contributions Night,
and several crafting programs. For younger
patrons, our Youth Services Librarian, Andrea
Hunter, was awarded a grant from the Ezra
Jack Keats Foundation to launch a 6-week
program, In an Artist’s Shoes, in which various
art mediums utilized by historical artists were
explored. A new sketching club for teenagers
and adults was also initiated in December An evening with Mark Twain.
and has been running strong. Outside of
new programming, our Dungeons and Dragons group has notably
remained committed to meeting consistently on Saturdays for the past
2 years, and our teen program Unlocked continues to meet monthly.

authors Nadine Poper and Kristen Jackson. Lastly, we partnered with
our neighbors at BB&T Bank to build a greenhouse for the library, in
which patrons assist with watering plants throughout the year.
Above all, the library endured a period of transition before welcoming
its latest members on board. In December, I took over as the library’s
new Director after having served the Morgantown Library for 4 years.
We also welcomed Alison Dietrich in September as the new Adult
Programming and Public Relations Coordinator, and a new Library
Assistant, Julie, was added to our team in December. Lastly, we
celebrated the retirement of our beloved staff member, Patti, who had
been working for our library over the past 16 years.

Building upon existing local partnerships has also been a priority for
the library. Ongoing partnerships with both Snapology and Nolde
Forest were implemented on a monthly basis. Andrea also planned
several children’s programs, including book release parties with local

6 Philadelphia Avenue, Shillington, PA 19607
610-777-3911 | mifflincl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/mifflin

Mifflin Community Library strives to represent
the community through our thoughtful and
inclusive collection development as well
as executing various programming and
collaborations with local organizations. As we
continue to heighten our focus on these goals
with the help of our latest team members, we
remain dedicated to evolving as a safe and
welcoming environment for our community.
Natasha Donaldson, Director
Mifflin Community Library

Total Circulation............................... 125,803
Collection Size................................... 36,487
Registered Borrowers........................... 5,831
Service Area Population..................... 26,340
Patron Visits...................................... 71,033
Number of Programs.............................. 612
Program Attendance............................ 7,278
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Muhlenberg Community Library
Mission Statement
The mission of the Muhlenberg Community Library is to promote
lifelong learning opportunities by offering free library services to all who
seek to change, improve, enrich, and enjoy their lives. Muhlenberg
Community Library’s vision is to build an awareness of the library
as a center for knowledge and resources as well as a springboard
for creative ideas to enrich our community. Muhlenberg Community
Library will be a welcoming safe hub of knowledge, resources,
programs, and activities for all citizens to make connections towards
community progress.

Year in Review
The Muhlenberg Community Library provided
amazing services and opportunities for the
community this year, including 579 innovative
programs and special events, such as Summer
Quest, Mother/Daughter Tea, Indoor Mini
Golf, and Cup & a Craft. We helped the
American Girl Scout Association recruit new
members, attended the Laureldale Fall Fest, Teen Reading Lounge 2019
sold funnel cakes at Muhlenberg Township’s
Riverfest, held an ARL Cat Adoption program, and partnered with
Taproot Farms to become a CSA pick-up location and offer a weekly
free raffle of organic produce.

The library completed the Keystone Communities Grant project,
which funded renovations to our meeting room and our front doors.
The PA Humanities Council once again awarded the library with
an $8,000 grant to continue the highly successful Teen Reading
Lounge, a program of the Pennsylvania Humanities Council,
supported by the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) funds
from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services administered
by the Office of Commonwealth Libraries, Department of Education,
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Tom Wolf, Governor. The Friends
of Berks County Public Libraries Fund of Berks County Community
Foundation awarded the library a $1,000 grant
which supported the library’s second Health &
Wellness Fair. The year ended with a celebration
at our Annual Holiday Open House featuring
Conductor Dave’s spectacular Toy Train display.

At the 17th Annual Berks County Public Libraries Awards Program,
the library received two awards: Outstanding Fundraising Effort for
the staff inspired ‘Under a Spell’ event, and Outstanding Program
for the ‘Explore Earth’ traveling exhibit. Director Melissa Adams also
received the Outstanding Library Director award, and at the PaLA
Lehigh Valley Conference, staff member Tara Ring received the PaLA
Lehigh Valley Support Staff Award.

3612 Kutztown Road, Laureldale, PA 19605
610-929-0589 | muhlenbergcl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/muhlenberg
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In 2020, the library enters its sixtieth year of
operation, remaining committed to providing
quality resources, diverse programming, and
access to new technology to our community in
a warm and welcoming environment.
Melissa Adams, Director
Muhlenberg Community Library

Total Circulation................................. 63,095
Collection Size................................... 33,781
Registered Borrowers........................... 4,079
Service Area Population..................... 27,290
Patron Visits...................................... 62,832
Number of Programs.............................. 579
Program Attendance............................ 9,986

Reading Public Library–Main
Mission Statement
The Reading Public Library will generate a library for the future by
meeting the informational, educational, and recreational needs of
library consumers today.

Year in Review
The Main Library welcomes patrons of all ages to our 1913 Carnegie
building. With a robust schedule of classes from early literacy to
adult computer skills and the largest collection of books, movies,
magazines, and music in Berks County there is
always something to see and do.
Many residents rely on our free digital media
to access the library with their own devices.
A virtual reality system and 3-D printer bring
21st Century STEM skills to children and
teens. Book discussion groups, Cinema Club,
Saturday Art Challenge, and Great Discussions
are just a few of the free programs enjoyed by
adults. Entrepreneur Workshops give potential
new business owners the skills needed to make
their dreams a reality.

summer slide. Thanks to $173,654 in grant funding, outreach to our
community remains a priority.
The library’s 5th annual ComicCon drew more than 400 fans during
3 Saturdays in October. We sponsored children’s authors Monica
Wellington and Zach O’Hora, who visited Reading elementary
schools, and our branch libraries to demonstrate the creative process
of their craft. Slime Saturdays, Food For Thought, Girls Who Code,
and free SAT preparation classes draw children, teens, and families
to the library. Job Readiness workshops teach teens how to craft a
resume, apply for a job, and prepare for an interview.
The design and construction of new meeting
rooms on the first floor is an exciting new
development at the Main Library. The Dr. Jerome
I. Marcus Learning & Meeting Commons has
three meeting rooms with advanced technology
and flexible furniture for client meetings,
classes, and remote working capabilities. It fits
seamlessly into our grand old building. Visit our
website to reserve a free meeting room.

Center room of the Dr. Jerome I. Marcus Learning
and Meeting Commons.

Library staff provides outreach services to the community. A specialist
from the Children’s Library visits Head Start centers and daycares to
provide early literacy classes. The Senior Outreach Coordinator goes
to 13 senior living centers and Berks Encore. Our two Mobile Tech
Vans visit parks, playgrounds, festivals, and community centers taking
materials, laptops, WiFi hot spots, and related programming where
people live and play. A Mobile Tech Van and trained library staff
took our award winning SummerSTEAM on the road to help prevent

Bronwen Gamble, Executive Director
Reading Public Library

Total Circulation............................... 218,356
Collection Size................................. 274,192
Registered Borrowers......................... 17,634
Service Area Population..................... 88,082
Patron Visits.................................... 157,538

100 S. Fifth St., Reading, PA 19602
610-655-6350 | rplref@reading.lib.pa.us
www.readingpubliclibrary.org

Number of Programs........................... 1,373
Program Attendance.......................... 31,277
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Reading Public Library–Northeast
Mission Statement
The Reading Public Library will generate a library for the future by
meeting the informational, educational, and recreational needs of
library consumers today.
The Northeast Branch is a safe gathering place that offers opportunities
to people of all ages. Sometimes it is a quiet space – people come
to use computers, work on resumes and search for jobs, or just sit
to read and relax. Sometimes it is a noisy space – kids play games,
teens meet up, families have fun together, neighbors meet each other
and chat.
We offer space for community services – tutors or social workers meet
with clients, businesses rent our meeting room to train clients, and
residents vote during state and federal elections.

Year in Review
The Northeast Branch focuses on lifelong learning. Preschoolers listen
to stories and make crafts. Children use computers to play games or
do homework. Teens enjoy special art workshops and Job Readiness
Workshops, and book clubs have lively discussions.
We are a center for the arts. Patrons try new crafts, borrow music
and movies, or attend a play featuring young actors from the Yocum
Institute. Local authors visit to teach children the craft of writing and
illustrating books.
We offer hands on science activities and shows. Families enjoy special
presentations from the Franklin Institute, Science Tellers, and Lehigh
Valley Zoo. We participate in the national Girls Who Code initiative.

We are a resource for reliable health information. Patrons come to
us for information regarding health issues. The Berks Community
Health Center offers dental health education at the Northeast Library,
the Food Trust brings nutrition and cooking classes for adults and
children, and the Vision Resource Center of Berks County provides
free eye testing for young children.
Our neighbors are invited to try something new, such as Yoga, dance
lessons, English classes, conversational Spanish, or a meet & greet
with our local police officers.
The library is a place for fun – board games, magic shows, escape
room challenges, or a chance to climb on real fire trucks.
In 2019, the Tompkins VIST Bank in the Rockland Plaza featured the
Northeast Branch as a Business of the Month. Our staff represented
the library during events at local schools and health fairs and we are a
field trip destination for local schools, daycares, and summer camps.
The Northeast Branch is a place of amusement, wonder, connection,
and hope for the future.
Betty O’Neil, Branch Manager
Reading Public Library–Northeast

Total Circulation................................. 33,536
Collection Size................................... 25,879
Registered Borrowers........................ 17,634*
Service Area Population.................... 88,082*
Patron Visits...................................... 48,598

1348 North 11th St., Reading, PA 19604
610-655-6361 | rplne@reading.lib.pa.us
www.readingpubliclibrary.org
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Number of Programs.............................. 515
Program Attendance............................ 6,616
*Branch serves same population as Reading Public Library–Main.

Reading Public Library–Northwest
Mission Statement
The Reading Public Library will generate a library for the future by
meeting the informational, educational, and recreational needs of
library consumers today.
The Northwest Branch is a community center, providing access to
computers, digital and print media, and other tools necessary for
personal and professional growth. With our various programs, we
are a place for families to come together in the midst of busy life.
We seek to be a place of refuge, where generous help is provided
to all who come through our doors.

Anniversary of the Moon Landing was celebrated with the Franklin
Institute Traveling Science Show. STEM-themed Crafty Corners
allow for hands-on learning, while our weekly Chess Club helps
to stir critical thinking and life application.
And yet, we are not simply a place of fun. Patrons are provided
with practical computer assistance—creating an email account,
performing an internet search, opening a Word or Excel document,
and linking accounts to smart phones and tablets. Along with
this, the Northwest Branch offers help in job searching, locating
necessary legal documentation, and renewing automobile
registrations, among other needs.
We invite you to come in, have a seat, and tap into your potential.

Year in Review
The Northwest Branch is a safe place to gather with friends.
Our After School Hangout and Homework Help programs were
designed with local youth in mind, to provide a welcoming place
for socialization, playing games, studying, or receiving assistance
on assignments and projects. Many of our young patrons have
made Northwest part of their daily routine, where they can wind
down after a long day of school, before heading home.

Rob Martin, Branch Manager
Reading Public Library–Northwest

However, we do not seek to isolate these young people from
their families. Tuesday nights are special times for families to
come together. Our Family Fun Nights are a time for parents and
children to bond over a game of Nintendo or one of our board
games, or in celebrating at a holiday-themed party.
Throughout the year, we sponsor many STEAM-qualified events.
Science and story came together with Science Tellers, and the 50th

Total Circulation................................... 9,818
Collection Size................................... 13,956
Registered Borrowers........................ 17,634*
Service Area Population.................... 88,082*
Patron Visits...................................... 13,505

901 Schuylkill Avenue, Reading, PA 19601
610-655-6360 | rplnw@reading.lib.pa.us
www.readingpubliclibrary.org

Number of Programs.............................. 186
Program Attendance............................... 893
*Branch serves same population as Reading Public Library–Main.
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Reading Public Library–Southeast
Mission Statement
The Reading Public Library will generate a library for the future by
meeting the informational, educational, and recreational needs of
library consumers today.
The Southeast Branch is a busy library that serves a diverse
neighborhood. Our bilingual staff takes pride in helping patrons
accomplish their goals. We provide materials and services in Spanish
and English--we’re here to help everyone! Businesses, non-profits,
tutors, therapists, and students utilize our meeting
room and our comfortable space to connect and
to conduct meetings and workshops.

Project, the Lehigh Valley Zoo, Ryan the Bug Man, and the Yocum
Insitute’s Teen Theater Ensemble.
The Southeast Branch is a place for play! We have a large collection
of board games, puzzles, blocks, and toys. We also have a bilingual
education cart with games, books, and kits, and early learning stations
sponsored by the United Way. We work with many organizations,
including: the Million Youth Chess Club, the Vision Resource Center
of Berks County, Berks Teens Matter, the Literacy Council of ReadingBerks, the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center, the Food Trust,
Head Start, and the Olivet Boys and Girls Club.
Our staff works with local schools to introduce
students and their parents to the library. We visit
16th and Haak and Amanda Stout Elementary
Schools, and Southern and Central Middle
Schools to promote our programs and to register
children for library cards. We also host several
school field trips each year.

Year in Review
The Southeast Branch is an information hub and
a neighborhood community center. We have a
weekly schedule of enriching activities for adults
and children, including Crochet Club, Family
Night, Lego Club, Krafty Kids, Little Learners,
Chess Club, English Classes, Teen Time, and
Cooking Classes.

These proud builders used their imagination
and their social, math, and problem-solving
skills to create this masterpiece.

In addition to our regular programs, we host a variety of educational
workshops, author visits, and presentations, such as Family Yoga,
Natural Health workshops, and storytimes by Nadine Poper and
Theresa Cocci. We participate in the annual Wellspan Health Summer
Read and host adult book discussions.
During the summer we focus on family fun with performances by the
Franklin Institute, Science Tellers, I See Magic, the Bollywood Dance

The Southeast Branch is a place where people
connect, learn, grow, and thrive.
Emily McNulty, Branch Manager
Reading Public Library–Southeast

Total Circulation................................. 32,588
Collection Size................................... 38,832
Registered Borrowers........................ 17,634*
Service Area Population.................... 88,082*
Patron Visits...................................... 28,717

1426 Perkiomen Avenue, Reading, PA 19602
610-655-6362 | rplse@reading.lib.pa.us
www.readingpubliclibrary.org
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Number of Programs.............................. 423
Program Attendance............................ 3,917
*Branch serves same population as Reading Public Library–Main.

Robesonia Community Library
Mission Statement
The mission of the Robesonia Community Library is to serve the
community by providing materials and programs for patrons of all
ages so that they may discover the power of information and develop
the enjoyment of reading and learning both now and in the future.

Year in Review

For the adults, the library participated in the Summer Read program,
which selected A Mother’s Reckoning by Sue Klebold. Participants
were invited to read the book and attend a book discussion or
speaker event.
Other 2019 program highlights include a visit to the library from Jesse
and some of his reptiles from the Forgotten Friend Reptile Sanctuary
and our second annual Pumpkin Decorating contest.
We collaborated with the Friends of the Womelsdorf
Community Library to start a little library program
where small, freestanding libraries are set up in the
community to reach those who might not regularly visit
the library. The Friends of the Womelsdorf Community
Library provided us with three little libraries that were
set up in busy areas of our service area. Maintained
by volunteers, the little libraries contain used books
that are borrowed on the honor system, take a book,
leave a book.

2019 was a busy year at the library with several new
programs being introduced and a very successful
Bingo Fundraiser. In January 2019, we began hosting
Crafternoon one Saturday a month. Kids and their
parents were encouraged to work together to make a
craft to take home. Over the summer, we also offered
STEM Saturdays for families to visit the library and
make a STEM project together.
On March 30th our first Bingo Fundraiser was held
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Robesonia. Over
$3,500 was raised for the library through the sale of
tickets for the event, 50/50 tickets, a silent auction,
and snacks.

Abby Brunner, Director
Robesonia Community Library
Forgotten Friend Reptile Sanctuary

From June through August we encouraged our
patrons, especially the youngest, to read with our Summer Quest:
Under the Sea program. We had more than 170 readers of all ages
and over 800 attendees to the events we held! One such event was a
bus trip to Adventure Aquarium to coincide with our Summer Quest
theme. Other programs included Family Book Club featuring the
One and Only Ivan, Read to Nala, Bollywood Dance and of course,
story time each Thursday.

Total Circulation................................. 33,860
Collection Size................................... 21,452
Registered Borrowers........................... 1,263
Service Area Population....................... 4,999
Patron Visits...................................... 29,427

75-A South Brooke Street, Robesonia, PA 19551
610-693-3264 | robesoniacl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/robesonia

Number of Programs.............................. 170
Program Attendance............................ 3,191
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Schuylkill Valley Community Library
Mission Statement

2018/2019 Comparison:

Schuylkill Valley Community Library is dedicated to providing
resources and opportunities that support the literary, technological,
and leisure pursuits of our community.

Year in Review
2019 marked our 30th anniversary as a Berks
County Library. We opened in a 780 square foot
classroom in Schoolside Plaza, which was the old
Ontelaunee High School, in 1989. We moved to
our current 3200 square foot location in 1997 and
have been working to offer more useful resources,
programs, and services to the community all these
years.

• Number of people who visited the library: up 22%
• Items circulated: up 19% overall
• Program attendance: up 11%
This past summer, we developed a partnership with the Tri-Valley
YMCA, who operates a half day summer program at the Leesport
Playground adjacent to the library. We presented
a STEAM program to those children participating
in the playground program once per week over
the summer, offering our services to a group of
children we would not otherwise have reached.
Christie Brown, Director
Schuylkill Valley Community Library

The past two years were challenging for us due
to the one and a half year long bridge closure
that essentially cut us off from much of our service
area. While the bridge was undergoing repairs,
we offered an additional drop box for returning
library items on Rt. 61 and held a pop up library
at the Leesport Farmer’s Market during the spring
and summer months. This allowed users on the Adopt a Reading Buddy
other side of the bridge a more convenient way to
continue to use library services without driving far out of their way
to reach us.
During this time we experienced a decrease in usage. Fortunately, in
2019, we saw a rise in the number of library visits, items circulated,
and program attendance compared to 2018.

Total Circulation................................. 83,098
Collection Size................................... 18,738
Registered Borrowers........................... 1,898
Service Area Population..................... 14,784
Patron Visits...................................... 24,115

1310 Washington Road, Leesport, PA 19533
610-926-1555 | svcl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/schuylkill-valley
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Number of Programs.............................. 444
Program Attendance............................ 6,012

Sinking Spring Public Library
Mission Statement
The Sinking Spring Public Library will develop and maintain,
according to professional standards, a collection of materials and a
series of programs designed to fulfill the general informational and
recreational needs of the residents of its service area, in particular,
and Berks County, in general.

The theme of our annual Summer Quest program was A Universe of
Stories in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon
mission, and we included several inter-stellar events in keeping with
the theme. Kids participated in a Star Wars Party, Moon Base Build,
and space-themed craft nights.

Year in Review
In 2019, the Sinking Spring Public Library
focused on adding additional resources to our
collection and expanding programming based
on community interests. We’ve grown our
collection to over 23,000 items, an increase of
500 from 2018. In response, our total circulation
greatly increased by nearly 4,400 borrows from
the previous year.

We strive to offer educational programming
for patrons of all ages by providing continuous
programming year round. In addition to our
regularly scheduled storytimes, our library staff
offers brain-building kits for our younger audiences
for in-library use or as take-home activities. We
understand learning can happen anywhere, and
our goal is to provide our resources to best serve
those in our community no matter where that may
be.
John Nelka, Director
Sinking Spring Public Library

Some notable programs include English as a
Second Language classes for adults focused on
conversational English for work, introductions,
and everyday living and a partnership with the
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks’ event, One happy raffle winner from the Friends
Literatour Berks. The countywide series focused of the Library raffle.
on bringing Jewish authors to Berks County in
exciting programs. The Literatour Berks Committee scheduled 18
authors to present 16 programs from October 2019 through May
2020. Our library hosted Jenna Blum, author of The Lost Family, in
March of 2020.
Total Circulation................................. 75,944

Collection Size................................... 23,358
Registered Borrowers........................... 2,688
Service Area Population....................... 4,008
Patron Visits...................................... 49,314
3940 Penn Avenue, Sinking Spring, PA 19608
610-678-4311 | sspl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/sinking-spring

Number of Programs.............................. 237
Program Attendance............................ 2,668
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Spring Township Library
Mission Statement
Spring Township Library has grown quickly through the dedication
and support of our patrons and staff. Our mission is to engage
our community in literacy and learning by providing materials and
information for life, work, and pleasure; and to engage in community
outreach so that the township’s population knows what our libraries
can provide for them. Our library offers a welcoming and meaningful
experience to all who enter. The Spring Township Library is an
essential, strategic component to the success of the township.

Year in Review

lunar landing party, LEGO clubs and more. Summer was also the
beginning of our Magic Maker Workshop program. This weekly group
invites all patrons to participate in preparing components of wigs and
their packaging for children who are experiencing hair loss due to
chemotherapy treatments. This program has been hugely successful,
continues to operate, and has inspired other craft based programs
benefiting various causes.
For our adult patrons, in addition to local history and local author
presentations, we held a special series of programs promoting
physical, financial and mental wellness. We also
supported parents by offering programs such as an
informative Dyslexia presentation.

2019 was an exciting year for the Spring
Township Library. After working in libraries for
nineteen years and having most recently served
as the Director of the West Lawn-Wyomissing
Hills Library, it was with great excitement that I
accepted the position of the Library Director for
the Spring Township Library.

Patrons borrowed over 74,000 books, CDs,
movies, magazines and more for free in 2019!
They also took advantage of reasonably priced
copies, faxes and almost 10,000 hours of free
computer and WIFI usage.

The year also proved to be bursting with family
based programs with over 250 programs Families creating their own dots during Brian
geared towards Juveniles. We provided Delozier of Brian’s Dots visit.
educational programs featuring local authors,
artists, STEAM storytimes, and creative arts and crafts groups. Over
30,900 Juvenile books, movies, magazines and CDs were borrowed!
Our Teen Advisory Board spent 2019 finding ways to make a positive
difference in our community. Teens and their parents benefited from
presentations such the award winning Girl Scout program, ‘You Juul?
Not cool!’
All ages enjoyed educational and fun space themed programs over
the summer such as our free indoor planetarium dome shows, a

We look forward to offering more free programs,
materials, activities and resources to our community
in 2020 and beyond!
Barbara Kline, Director
Spring Township Library

Total Circulation............................... 125,706
Collection Size................................... 39,322
Registered Borrowers........................... 5,208
Service Area Population..................... 27,119
Patron Visits...................................... 64,035

78C Commerce Drive, Wyomissing, PA 19610
610-373-9888 | springtwp@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/spring-township
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Number of Programs.............................. 343
Program Attendance............................ 5,083

Village Library of Morgantown
Mission Statement
The Village Library provides resources, services, programs, and
technology to enrich lives, build community, and foster success. Our
goal is to help people live productive lives, and empower them to
contribute effectively to their communities.

Year in Review
This year at the Village Library was a year of growth and progression.
The year 2019 began with our successful program “Happy Noon
Year” for children kindergarten through
sixth grade with seventeen children plus
their adult attending. June brought our
Summer Reading Program. 296 children
and teens registered to participate in our
summer program. Our theme “Universe
of Stories” was highlighted with our many
programs offered by: Yocum Institute for
the Arts and Education, Lancaster and
Berks Parks and Recreation, Weaver’s
Orchard, and the Science Tellers.

special programs through the year to support and educate our local
community.
Additionally, the library received a six thousand dollar grant from Iron
Mountain to upgrade our community room. The grant was received
in late 2019 and the flooring was done by February 2020. Yearly,
we receive generous sponsorship from the TV Rotary Club and West
Nantmeal. The Rotary club normally donates one thousand dollars.
West Nantmeal has been our champion donor with the average of
three thousand five- hundred dollars. West Nantmeal deserves distinct
recognition because they are not within our municipality.

This year we continued to hold the Block
Village Library 2019 Craft Fair
Party and Play-K programs. Because of
grants from Cruise into Kindergarten, we
were able to obtain a wood block set and cart for the children to come
and play one morning a month. Many items were received for our
Play-K program, all the programs are geared to helping prepare kids
for kindergarten.
Our regular adult fitness classes include two weekly yoga sessions,
and tai-chi twice a month. We also have a pinochle card club which
meets every Wednesday from 12-6PM. We also offer other additional

The notable highlights of our past year was our
annual book sale; it was extremely successful.
We estimated about six thousand dollars in gains
with the fundraiser; we were pleasantly surprised
that we doubled our profits. The Village Library
earned a silver and gold star from PA Forward.
We look forward to serving our patrons with
programs and materials to encourage them to
learn and grow in 2020.
Maria Long, Director
Village Library of Morgantown

Total Circulation................................. 57,010
Collection Size................................... 30,577
Registered Borrowers........................... 2,332
Service Area Population..................... 11,293
Patron Visits...................................... 50,418

207 North Walnut Street, Morgantown, PA 19543
610-286-1022 | village.library@villagelibrary.org
www.villagelibrary.org

Number of Programs.............................. 314
Program Attendance............................ 3,274
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Wernersville Public Library
Mission Statement
Wernersville Public Library continues to be a strong community
resource, demonstrating the power of literacy in action. In 2019, the
Library received a Bronze Star in the Pennsylvania Library Association’s
PA Forward program by pledging commitment and showing definitive
ways in which the Library provides patrons with the knowledge to
succeed in today’s world in the five essential literacies: Basic Literacy,
Information Literacy, Civic and Social Literacy, Health Literacy, and
Financial Literacy.

Year in Review
In April 2019, the Library received a
grant from the Friends of Berks County
Public Libraries through the Berks
County Community Foundation for yoga
equipment, including mats, to use in
community weekly yoga classes. This
grant enables members of the community
with any ability to join in a great physical
activity. Yoga is a way in which the Library
meets the Health Literacy Requirement
for the PA Forward initiative. If anyone is
interested but cannot pay the $5 instructor
fee, the Library is prepared to pick up the
tab. Everyone should have the opportunity
to be healthy!

for children in elementary school. The second, “Bringing Up A Youth
Services Coordinator,” Leigh-Anne and Tara described the first year in
their positions at the Library, and how “bringing up” a circulation staff
member to be the Youth Services Coordinator benefitted the director,
other staff, and patrons alike.
Wernersville Public Library was awarded the Pennsylvania Library
Association’s 2019 Best Practices in Youth Services in STEM
Programming for its school-aged science program Imagination
Station. Since 2004, Pennsylvania libraries
have been recognized for their exceptional
services to youth (birth to 18) with this
state-wide competitive award. Programs
considered “best practices” are supportive
of learning and literacy, effective in reaching
intended goals, innovative, budget friendly,
and of course, serve youth
Leigh-Anne Yacovelli, Director
Wernersville Public Library

Tara Gouldey (center left) and Leigh-Anne Yacovelli (center
right) accept an award from the Pennsylvania Library
Association for the library’s Imagination Station program.

The Library’s Director, Leigh-Anne Yacovelli, and Youth Services
Coordinator, Tara Gouldey, spoke at the 2019 Pennsylvania Library
Association’s Annual Conference. In their first session, titled “STEAM
Into Imagination Station,” they demonstrated a program created by
Tara to meet Leigh-Anne’s goals for STEM programs at the library

Total Circulation................................. 51,227
Collection Size................................... 24,290
Registered Borrowers........................... 2,212
Service Area Population..................... 15,278
Patron Visits...................................... 28,558

Wernersville
Public Library
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100 N. Reber Street, Wernersville, PA 19565
610-678-8771 | wernersvillepl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/wernersville

Number of Programs.............................. 517
Program Attendance............................ 8,489

West Lawn-Wyomissing Hills Library
Mission Statement
Open since 1937, the West Lawn-Wyomissing Hills Library is dedicated
to providing access to the services and information our patrons need
for today and for the future. Now a branch of the Spring Township
Library, our two Library outlets work together with the Berks County
Public Libraries to meet the ongoing educational and enrichment needs
of the citizens of the Township. From Baby lap-sits and activity times to
the social groups of Mah Jong and Chess enthusiasts to the informative
and entertaining speakers and presentations, there is something for all
at the West Lawn-Wyomissing Hills Library.

Year in Review
2019 was an enjoyable and successful year
here at the West Lawn-Wyomissing Hills Library.
The library had the second-highest preschool
program attendance in the county! More
than 5,300 children and parents enjoyed our
many unique services. Our juvenile circulation
increased 23% last year. Families were able
to depend on our books, movies, games,
programs and more all year long. A total of
19,953 Juvenile items were borrowed in 2019!

running our Summer Quest Space Camp, helping Miss Meghan in
keeping our campers organized and having fun.
Adults benefited from the services of the West Lawn-Wyomissing
Hills Library as well. We held a variety of social groups such as Mah
Jong, Chess, Scrabble, as well as a variety of educational programs
designed to offer the community resources for Medicare, the opioid
crisis, financial education, local history presentations and more. This
totaled 199 programs catered to our adult patrons!
Our local patrons also took advantage of our many services such
as accessible printing and faxing, and spent over 10,642 hours
using our free internet service either at our 11
computer stations, or by making use of our
WIFI connection.
We look forward to offering more fantastic
programs and free services to our community
throughout 2020!
Jonathan Duffy, Branch Manager
West Lawn-Wyomissing Hills Library

Lisa and Kathy of the Spring Township Parks and

The Summer Quest program was a huge Rec Department present a family wildlife program.
success as we joined many libraries in the
county in celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the first man on the
moon. We offered educational programs exploring space, fought the
summer slide by offering reading incentives, and even offered a drop
Total Circulation................................. 45,871
off program for children to experience Space Camp.

Collection Size................................... 19,163

Our Teens enjoyed programs such as the popular ‘Unlock the Library’
where they have the opportunity to hang out in the library after hours.
We were so proud of many of our teens who voluntarily assisted in

Registered Borrowers.......................... 5,208*
Service Area Population.................... 27,119*
Patron Visits...................................... 38,381

101 Woodside Avenue, West Lawn, PA 19609
610-678-4888 | wlwhl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/west-lawn

Number of Programs.............................. 492
Program Attendance............................ 8,210
*Branch serves same population as Spring Township Library.
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Womelsdorf Community Library
Mission Statement
The Womelsdorf Community Library recognizes its responsibilities as
follows: to provide high-interest reading, audio, audio-visual and
electronic materials for all ages; to provide materials and storytime
that will encourage children to read; to sponsor special programs of
interest to the community; to provide up to date access to electronic
information services to patrons using the library; to offer basic
reference services as part of the education and cultural life of the
Womelsdorf Community; to plan and adjust for future needs of the
Womelsdorf Community; to act as a Community
Resource Center for the Womelsdorf Community.

Year in Review
The Womelsdorf Community Library is a small
community library, nestled in the heart of
Womelsdorf Borough. Serving Berks County
residents, our goals include promoting education
for all ages and skill levels, encouraging literacy
and community involvement. We do this through
community engagement, particularly with our
clubs and events, such as the annual Summer
Learning Program, SummerQuest. We also do this
through daily personal engagement, such as oneon-one tech help, resume building, and assistance
in life-long learning.

by all in 2019, and in 2020 we hope to make it even better! That’s
because in 2020, the Festival will become the Fire & Ice 5K and
Festival—an exciting day of family fun that begins with a 5K run for
experienced runners, and a 1 mile Ice Pop Run for kids! Join for the
run, and stay for the festival! Sample chili and ice cream, and vote
for your favorites!
The Womelsdorf Community Library is a Silver Star Library, as featured
in PA Forward’s Star Library Program, and we’re showing that silver
star excellence in programs and events that truly make an impact on
Womelsdorf and beyond. From our Financial Literacy
Week programming, which provided information on
saving and investing for those of all ages, to our event
honoring World War I’s Armistice, we provide culture,
information, education, and entertainment for all. We
are proud to serve Womelsdorf, and those all over
Berks County, with one goal in mind every day: to
better lives.
Nina Meister, Director
Womelsdorf Community Library

Making homemade bath bombs.

Last year, we had our first Fire & Ice Festival, a massive event that
combined ice cream, chili, vendors, raffles, science experiments,
bouncy houses, and live music for a day of family fun! Local favorite,
Twilight Acres, was voted the winner of the Ice Cream Best of the Fest,
while the Union House received our award for Best Chili. In the Local
Heat, our Firefighters won Best Local Chili. A fantastic time was had

Total Circulation................................. 37,283
Collection Size................................... 24,312
Registered Borrowers........................... 1,946
Service Area Population....................... 2,810
Patron Visits...................................... 23,631

203 W. High Street, Womelsdorf, PA 19567
610-589-1424 | womelsdorfcl@berks.lib.pa.us
www.berkslibraries.org/womelsdorf
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Number of Programs.............................. 285
Program Attendance............................ 3,366

Accomplishments & Recognitions
PA Forward Star Library Program
This Pennsylvania Library Association program showcases and recognizes libraries that incorporate PA Forward and
the five key literacies into their programming activities, displays and events. The program celebrates the success of PA
Forward libraries and their abilities to create new partnerships, develop broader community support, and ultimately
establish influence and credibility as a unified, collective, powerful voice for the benefit of all libraries.
Star status is current as of January 1, 2020.

Gold Star Libraries

Silver Star Libraries

Bronze Star Libraries

Exeter Community Library
Fleetwood Area Public Library
Kutztown Community Library
Mifflin Community Library
Muhlenberg Community Library
Reading Public Library
Village Library of Morgantown

Womelsdorf Community Library

Boone Area Library
Boyertown Community Library
Brandywine Community Library
Schuylkill Valley Community Library
Wernersville Public Library

BERKS COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARIES’

18TH ANNUAL
LIBRARY EXCELLENCE

AWARDS

Celebrating Libraries— Honoring Innovation, Leadership, and Service
Ceremony held on January 29, 2020

Linda Baer Friend of the Year......................................... Barbara Stolz, Friend of the Kutztown Community Library
Trustee of the Year................................................................................. Maureen Dolan, Reading Public Library
Outstanding Community Organization....................................................... Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks
Outstanding Local Business...................................................................................................... Berkshire Mall
Outstanding Elected Official............................................................................Mark Rozzi, State Representative
Outstanding Library Director........................................................... Mallory Hoffman, Exeter Community Library
Outstanding Library Staff Member.................................................... Patti Hutchinson, Mifflin Community Library
Outstanding Fundraising Effort................................. Summer Reading Carnival, Bethel-Tulpehocken Public Library
Outstanding Program..................................................................... summerSTEAM@RPL, Reading Public Library
Chet Hagan Memorial Public Relations Award....................................................... Kutztown Communitiy Library
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Your digital library
OPEN 24/7

The one-tap Libby app available on

Enjoy thousands of eBooks & eAudiobooks
FREE with a Berks County Public Libraries card.

reading.overdrive.com
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