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                           WERNERSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY  

 COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY 

 
It is the responsibility of the Library Director to build a collection of resources that 

provides current and accurate information of a general nature appropriate to the interests 

of its patrons.  This includes a broad variety of fiction and nonfiction materials for adults, 

teens and children.  Among these are current best sellers, classics, biographies, general 

reference works, periodicals, large print books, e-books, and a selection of audio/visual 

materials. 

 

Criteria for Materials Acquisition Include: 

 

 Value to the collection 

 Timeliness of the material 

 Appeal, relevance and interest to patrons 

 Format and physical durability of materials 

 Justification of expenditure 

 

Tools and Aids Used in Selection of Materials: 

 

 Booklist 

 Library Journal 

 Accredited publisher recommendations  from Berks County Public Library 

System 

 Recommendations from patrons 

 Accredited Internet resources where applicable 

 Current Best-Sellers List 

 

 

As a public library, the Wernersville Public Library serves the borough of Wernersville 

and the Townships of South Heidelberg and Lower Heidelberg and strives to be impartial 

in its selection of materials, not favoring particular opinions or special interest groups.  

We endorse the American Library Association’s views on intellectual freedom which 

available on our library website and at the front desk.    

    

Persons who object to the presence or absence of any library material must be a library 

user and live in the library service area. Library users may review materials by 

completing the Request for Reconsideration form.  The Intellectual Freedom statement 

must be read and signed before proceeding with the Requests for Reconsideration of 

materials form.  The reasons for exclusion or materials to be removed must be clearly 

stated and persons may only submit one request form per calendar year, and may only 

request the reconsideration of one item per submission.  Additionally, once the Board of 

Trustees has made a decision regarding a contested item, they will not accept any other 

requests for reconsideration for that item within one year from the date of the decision.   

Requests for Reconsideration will be reviewed by a committee appointed by the board 
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consisting of an uneven number of a minimum of three people who are staff, board 

members, and/or experts in the library or educational field, to review the materials.  The 

library director will oversee the committee and report back to the entire board the 

committee’s decision. The Board of Trustees will vote to determine the actions, if any 

that are to be taken. This decision will be final. A written response with reasons for the 

decision will be given to the person who filled out the Requests for Reconsideration 

Form.  Items subject to question will not be removed from the collection or otherwise 

censored during the Request for Reconsideration process.  Requests for Reconsideration 

for eMaterials that are made available through District shared Resources, such as but not 

limited to eMaterials in the Libby/Overdrive collection, will be handled as directed by the 

District Services, Programming, and Resource Development Policy.  The library cannot 

reconsider materials that are not owned by the Wernersville Public Library.   Persons 

wishing to reconsider materials from another Berks County Library/District Library must 

consult collection policies and procedures from each member library and address 

concerns with the member library’s director.   

 

Gifts and Donations 

 

See Library Service Policy – Gifts. 

 

Weeding 

 

The collection will be weeded in accordance with the guidelines established by the Berks 

County Public Library System.  Obsolete materials shall be removed from the collection 

on a regular basis.  Infrequently used books are retained only if they make a special 

contribution to the collection or if they are of local interest.  The CREW manual shall be 

used as the standard guideline. 


