
WERNERSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

September 8, 2020 

 

Mission Statement: The Wernersville Public Library inspires learning, creates community, and 

transforms lives with quality resources and services. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. 

Attendance: Kate Sowers, Sandee Nevitt, Deb Scull, Kristi Brant, Greg Mazurek, Allison Plevrakis, 

Leigh-Anne Yacovelli 

Not in Attendance: Bridgid Good 

Guests: Abby Showalter, Rebekah Minnich, Jim Geosits, James Geosits 

I. Public portion – 3 minute limit – There were no public comments. 

II. Introduction: Kate introduced Abby Showalter, a prospective board member  

III. Merrill Lynch annual account review: Jim Geosits, with Rebekah Minnich and James Geosits, 

reviewed the annual performance of the library’s investment accounts, including allocation strategies and 

results. Holdings include a mix of fixed income and equities, and returns continue to beat stock market 

averages, currently up more than 10.8%. The board discussed timing of taking the annual endowment 

withdrawal, and thanked the team for its stewardship of funds. Following their presentation, the Merrill 

team left the meeting. 

IV. Approval of minutes from August 2020 – Approved without changes. 1st Sandee, 2nd Allison. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

V. Treasurer’s Report – The board reviewed the P&L, Allison drew attention to the cash on hand. The 

board discussed the status of allocations from our townships and boroughs. Everyone is encouraged to 

attend the October workshop for South Heidelberg Township, as they are the only township that has yet 

to release any of the budgeted allocation to the library. Allison shared that the audit and 990 are 

completed and the financials have been submitted to the county. Kristi moved to approve the Treasurer’s 

Report and draft 990. Deb seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

VI. Director’s Report – Leigh-Anne asked the board for leads on distributing Teen Book Boxes 

throughout the community, and asked for a discussion staffing and reduction of operating hours due to the 

fact that the library does not currently hold in-person programming, as well as budget constraints and 

circulation patterns. Kristi made a motion to approve a temporary reduction in library operating hours 

based on budget and administrative needs. Seconded by Sandee. The motion carried unanimously. Leigh-

Anne will provide the board with an update on hours at the end of September. 

VII. Friend’s Report –Friends meetings continue to be postponed due to the pandemic. The group will 

participate in the Friends Helping Friends Boscov’s fundraiser in October. The Friends are also looking 

into a EIDL grant because of the impact of the pandemic on their activities.  

VIII. Old Business 

a. Policy and By-Laws Committee Report- Work will continue through the fall. 



b. Director Job Description and Contract Update – Leigh-Anne’s review took place last month. 

The board may choose to continue discussion related to this policy and practice in October. 

c. Recruiting new board members: Kate encouraged continued recruitment of new members. A 

recruiting piece should be added to the website’s landing page with a comment that we are 

looking for "equal distribution among board members" to be sure each municipality already 

represented on the Board. 

d. Food for Fines: will continue until the beginning of fall or the end of September. 

IX. New Business: Leigh-Anne reported the results of an IMLS Study about Covid-19 transmission on 

library materials. As a result of the study, the library now has started a separate 5-day quarantine 

procedure for DVDs. 

X. Other –  

a. The board agreed to officially record the vote held between meetings: 

Additional Vote by Email: On August 24, 2020 the Board voted unanimously to approve the 

following: The Library Director can use her best judgement to hire a temporary employee for the 

WPL without this employee being screened by the board. 

 

b. Kate Sowers resignation:  Kate informed the board that she is resigning, with regret, for 

personal reasons. Sandee Nevitt will manage the agenda and the October board meeting in her 

absence. The board also discussed the need for a slate of officers for 2021 by the November 

meeting. 

 

c. Vote to approve Abby Showalter as new board member: Kristi made a motion to approve Abby 

Showalter as a new board member. Seconded by Deb. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 p.m. (Sandee 1st; Allison 2nd) 

Next Meeting: October 13, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Kristi Brant, Secretary 


